Making the choice that matters

ROAD TO SUCCESS Choosing the right course and the right educational institution are big decisions. It is important to get them
right as they can have a huge impact on one’s future. V Pradeep Kumar provides a checklist

majority of engineer-
ing students are keen
to gain admission in
top B schools in the
country as this will
help them get their dream job in
some of the best corporate
houses across the world. There
is nothing wrong in engineering
graduates applying for an MBA.
In fact, engineering and MBA is
an excellent combination. The
concern is, management
graduates with an engineering
background taking up non-
technical jobs. Such trends can
lead to job dissatisfaction and
organisational issues.

When such candidates are
asked as to why they took up an
engineering degree in the first
place, a large number of them
cite ‘parental pressure’ as the
main reason. This disturbing
trend is continuing and hence,
students need to understand
the process of ‘choosing the
right course’.

Aptitude test

reveals options

As students, everybody will
have a certain dream career.
Passion can trigger excellence
in career. Therefore, while
choosing the course, the first
step is to undergo an aptitude
test. These days, career options
are plenty and an aptitude test
can reveal the potential for
Medical, Engineering, Account-
ancy or Management courses
or non-conventional courses
such as Acting, Journalism,
Hospitality, and so on.

Research career
prospects

The second step is to evaluate
the job market for the chosen
course. Depending on course
duration, you must research
and understand the future job
market. If you are planning to
become an entrepreneur, then
the research should evaluate
the market for the chosen field.
In other words, apart from
aptitude and passion, career
prospect is an equally
important factor to evaluate.

Evaluating a university
The third step is to evaluate all
universities and institutes,
which offer the chosen course.
The important parameters to
evaluate are:

Reputation: Check the
reputation of the university. In
particular, consider the number
of years, membership of
professional bodies, affiliations
and so on.

Resources: Check the library
for the range of books and
journals; hostel facilities,
logistics and so on.

Faculty: A good teacher can
make a huge difference in
adding value to your
knowledge. Other factors like
faculty-student ratio,
qualification and experience,
industry background and
research publications point out
to the quality of teaching.

Placement: Check the
placement record, kind of
companies that visit the college
for placement, starting
positions and packages.

Course: Examine the course
content to ensure that it meets
your requirement. Teaching
methodology can vary,
especially if you are also
evaluating universities abroad.

Cost: Carefully understand
the fees and other costs such as
hostel, books, travel, etc. If you
intend to take a study loan,
understand the documentation
requirements of bankers.

There are professional
agencies, publications and
educational authorities who
publish the ratings of
universities, which is a useful
reference.

While choosing the right

course,
H Follow your dream, but be
sure you'll love the job.

B Evaluate your well-
wishers’ recommendations
with an open mind. Don’t
choose out of pressure.

B Consult a mentor —
someone with experience
and maturity, who can think
from your perspective. If
required, avail services of
career counsellors.

M Evaluate all options
carefully. Select and
prioritise a few accredited
universities.

B If you are choosing some
specialised courses, select a
university close to the
industry, as it helps in
interactions while doing the
course, and also in
placements.

W Establish a link with
people who have completed
the same course to
understand an insider
perspective.

B Schedule your loan
repayments considering
employment period and the
cost of living.

W Be clear about the
admission process, deadlines
and entry requirements, if
the chosen course is abroad.
B Research and update on
campus life, especially if the
place is unfamiliar or

abroad.
Depending on the course
chosen, augment your

knowledge by regular reading
of journals, magazines and
membership of professional
bodies.

At the end of the evaluation,
be clear about all aspects of the
course and your future career.
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Placement Oriented

- G Programs for GRADUATES

ADMISSIONS OPEN FOR NOVEMBER INTAKE 2010

Full Time (1 Year) PG Diploma Programs

1) PG Diploma in Game Design

2) PG Diploma in Game Programming

PG Courses offered at other ICAT Campuses

1) PG Diploma in Visual Effects (Chennai)

2) PG Diploma in Multimedia Technologies (Chennai)
523 Placements till date

Our Alumni are holding leading positions in top companies like EA, Rhythm & Hues, Primefocus, FX Labs,
Sony Imageworks, Dhruva, TATA Elxsi, Paprikaas, Pixion, CTS, Lion Bridge, Element K, Sify and more...

) IMAGE COLLEGE

4 OF ARTS, ANIMATION & TECHNOLOGY

Educational Loan available*

Ranked as India's No. 1
Animation & Gaming College
by The Week - AC Nielsen survey
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BANGALORE CAMPUS : 424, Hosur Main Road, Bommanahalli, Tel: 080 - 4110 7755 || Also at Chennai & Hyderabad

For Admissions, Call : 99160 79118

www.icat.ac.in
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More than 380 B-Schools
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re waiting for you!

Register online or buy from the AIMA Office and save Rs. 150

Management Aptitude

December 2010

Log on to www.aima-ind.org/matdec10

Test Candidates can take the Management Aptitude Test (MAT) for admission to MBA &
allied programmes of over 380 Business Schools as Paper Based Test on 05 December
) 2010 or Computer Based Test from 11 December 2010 onwards.
HOWTO APPLY: Candidate can choose any ONE of the following:

¢ Obtain Form with MAT Bulletin/CD against cash payment of Rs 1200/ from listed
branches of Bank of Baroda, listed Nodal Centres of AIMA.

« Obtain Form with MAT Bulletin/CD against cash payment of Rs 1050/- from AIMA,
New Delhi.
Obtain crossed Demand Draft (DD) of Rs 1050/- in favour of ‘Al India Management
Association' payable at New Delhi from any Bank. Register online at website link

www.aima-ind.org/matdec10alongwith the DD details or with your Credit Card or
Debit Card (ATM Card).

MAT Application Form : Last date for sale: 11 November 2010 (Thu.), Last date for submission of filled-in-form at AIMA,
New Delhi: 15 November 2010 (Mon.)

MAT Online Registration

: Last date for online registration : 11 November 2010 (Thu.), Last date for submission of online

registration print-outat AIMA, New Delhi: 15 November 2010 (Mon.)

Management House, 14 Institutional Area,

Helpline : +91 11 40770300, 24638896, Fax : +91 11 2462 6689
E-mail : mat@aima-ind.org, Website: www.aima-ind.org

TESTING SERVICES

AlIMA

ALL INDIA MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION

Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110 003,

150 9001 : 2008 QUALITY CERTIFIED

List of over 380 Participating B-Schools available on website
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Your dream career awaits you.
Come, live it.

The Institute invites applications for its 2 year (6 Trimesters) Full Time

PGDM & PGDM (International Business) Batch 2011-2013

Approved by AICTE
Consistently rated A1 and ranked among the top 20 B-Schools In India.

For details regarding Eligibility, Selection Process, Online Application Forms
visit our website: http://simsr.somaiya.edu

The Institute uses CAT 2010 scores & GMAT Score
(for NRI/ PIO / Foreign Nationals) as a criteria for shortlisting.

IIMs have no role in the selection process or the conduct of the programs

SOMAIYA VIDYAVIHAR'S

SM“’ K. J. Somaiya Institute of Management Studies & Research

TRUST vidyanagar, Vidyavihar, Mumbai-77. Fax : 91-022- 2102 7219  Email: pgdmadmission@simsr.somaiya.edu

Symbiosis International University
(Established under Section 3 of the UGC Act 1956,

vide Notification No.F.9-12/2001-U.3 of the Government of India)
Accredited by NAAC with ‘A’ Grade

A ‘must-have’ for
ambitious graduates.

SICSR not only prepares you but
inspires you to innovate.

At Symbiosis Institute of Computer Studies and Research
(SICSR) we don't produce mere IT professionals. We
create legends who write the future!

Admissions open for MBA (IT) and MSc (Computer Applications)

* Confinuous review of syllabus as per industry Graduate in any discipline of any statutory
trends & requirements University with minimum of 50% marks.
¢ Committed to Open Source technologies (45% for SC / ST category candidates)

* Partners in TEDx Pune . . .
) ; ) Online registration closes:
¢ Curriculum delivery assisted by technology
like Moodle efc. SNAP: 26th Nov. 2010
¢ Frequent industry seminars and internships SICSR: 22nd Jan. 2011
* Software Development Research Cell for Lalit S. Kathpalia
live projects Director, SICSR
*For Embedded Systems specialisation, students should either have Electronics or Computer Science at graduation.
SYMBIOSIS INSTITUTE OF COMPUTER STUDIES AND RESEARCH
Constituent of Symbiosis International University (SIU-Pune)
1st Floor, Atur Centre, Gokhale Cross Road, Model Colony, Pune 411 016.
Tel: 020 - 2567 5601 / 02, Extension - 103 (Mrs. Jyotsna) Fax: 020 - 2567 5603
“Building Future Leaders for the IT Industry Worldwide”

For detailed information log on to QIAMAYAIISIA=[R 13}

No capitation / donation is charged for admission to any programme at any institute of Symbiosis



